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PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 


HISTORICAL  NOTE. 


A  number  of  gentlemen  interested  in  scientific  pursuits, 
addressed  to  Prof.  Henry,  in  March,  1871,  the  following 
call : — 

■i  -  -  i  $  \ 

Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  LL.D. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  request  you  to  preside 
at  a  meeting  which  they  propose  to  hold  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  society,  having  for  its  object  the  free  exchange 
of  views  on  scientific  subjects,  and  the  promotion  of  scien¬ 
tific  inquiry  among  its  members. 


M.  C.  Meigs, 
Benjamin  Peirce, 
Theo.  Gill, 

Peter  Parker, 

F.  B.  Meek, 

T.  B.  Peale, 

Wm.  B.  Taylor, 
Chas.  A.  Schott, 

E.  B.  Elliott, 

F.  V.  Hayden, 
Albert  J.  Myer, 
A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Asaph  Hall, 


J.  E.  Hilgard, 

J.  H.  Lane, 

S.  F.  Baird, 

Horace  C-apron, 
Thomas  Antisell, 

J.  J.  Woodward, 

J.  S.  Billings, 

J.  K.  Barnes, 

C.  H.  Crane, 

George  A.  Otis, 

Thos.  Lincoln  Casey, 
Jno.  G.  Parke, 

B.  F.  Sands 
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Simon  Newcomb, 

Wm.  IIarkness, 

B.  F.  Craig, 

AYalter  L.  Nicholson, 
Wm.  EL  Dall, 

B.  Franklin  Greene, 
S.  Y.  Benet, 

George  C.  Schaeffer, 


J.  II.  C.  Coffin, 
Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
George  II.  Elliot, 

AY.  T.  Sherman, 

A.  B.  Dyer, 

J.  B.  AVheeler, 

A.  B.  Eaton, 

Elisha  Foote. 


In  response  to  this  call,  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
thereto  was  convened  and  held  at  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion,  in  the  Regent’s  room,  on  Monday,  March  13,  1871. 
The  articles  embodied  in  the  Constitution  were  then 
adopted,  the  officers  of  the  Society  elected,  and  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Committee  empowered  to  make  Rules  and  By-Laws 
for  the  government  of  the  Society.  A  room  attached  to 
the  Army  Medical  Museum  was  offered  as  the  place  of 
meeting  by  Surgeon-General  Barnes,  and  accepted  by  the 
Society,  and  the  subsequent  meetings  have  been  regularly 
held  there.  The  Constitution  as  a  whole,  and  the  By-Laws 
or  Standing  Rules,  were  formally  adopted  by  the  Society 
at  their  meeting  on  Saturday,  April  1. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  have  become  members 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Society,  in  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Society  (§  6),  and  of  the  General 
Committee  (§  7),  viz : 


Col.  Richard  I).  Cutts. 

Elected  April 

1,  1871 

J.  Hamilton  Saville,  Esq. 

U 

LL 

u  ll 

Hr.  William  C.  Tilden. 

LL 

ll 

15,  “ 

Prof.  Mordecai  Yarnall. 

u 

LL 

ll  ll 

Hr.  C.  C.  Parry. 

u 

LL 

LI  LL 

Hr.  N.  S.  Lincoln. 

u 

LL 

U  LL 

Prof.  John  R.  Eastman. 

u 

May  27,  “ 

CONSTITUTION 


\ 

OF  THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Article  I.  The  name  of  tins  Society  shall  be  The  Phi¬ 
losophical  Society  of  Washington. 

Article  II.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Presi¬ 
dent,  four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  Secreta¬ 
ries. 

Article  III.  There  shall  be  a  General  Committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and  nine  other  mem¬ 
bers. 

Article  IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  and  the  other 
members  of  the  General  Committee  shall  be  elected  annu¬ 
ally  by  ballot ;  they  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors 
are  elected,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Article  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Society, 
and  to  transact  all  business.  , 

Article  VI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended 
except  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  those  present  at  an  an¬ 
nual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  after  notice 
of  the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  in  writing 
at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society  at  least  four  weeks  pre¬ 
viously. 
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STANDING  RULES 


FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

1.  The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  at 
8  o’clock  P.  M.  on  every  alternate  Saturday ;  the  place  of 
meeting  to  be  designated  by  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  shall 
be  the  first  stated  meeting  in  the  month  of  November. 
When  necessary,  Special  Meetings  anay  be  called  by  the 
President. 

3.  Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  meetings  shall  be 
sent  to  each  member  by  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

4.  The  Stated  Meetings,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
meeting,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  scientific  subjects. 

5.  Communications  intended  for  publication  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  to 
the  General  Committee  .for  .approval. 

6.  New  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee,  after  having  been  proposed  in  writing  by  at  least 
three  members  of  the  Society. 

7.  Each  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  no  member  whose  dues  are 
unpaid  shall  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  officers. 
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8.  Persons  interested  in  science,  who  are  not  residents 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  present  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society  except  the  annual  meeting,  upon  invitation 
of  a  member 

9.  Similar  invitations  to  residents  of  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  not  members  of  the  Society,  must  be  submitted 
through  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  General  Committee 
for  approval. 


STANDING  RULES 


OF  THE 


GENERAL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 


1.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  shall  hold  like  offices  in  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Committee,  and  to  appoint  Sub-Committees. 

3.  The  Sub-Committees  shall  prepare  business  for  the 
General  Committee,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  entrusted  to  them. 

4.  There  shall  be  two  Standing  Sub-Committees;  one  on 
Communications  for  the  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society, 
and  another  on  Publications. 

5.  The  General  Committee  shall  meet  at  half  past  seven 
o’clock  on  the  evening  of  each  stated  meeting,  and  by  ad¬ 
journment  at  other  times. 

6.  For  all  purposes  except  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Society,  and 
the  election  of  members,  six  members  of  the  Committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

(  «  ) 
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7 .  Proposals  of  new  members  may  be  read  at  any  meet¬ 
ing  of  tlie  General  Committee,  but  shall  lie  over  for  at 
least  one  month  before  final  action,  and  the  concurrence  of 
twelve  of  the  members  shall  be  necessary  to  election. 

8.  These  Standing  Rules,  and  those  for  the  government 
of  the  Society,  shall  only  be  modified  with  the  consent  of 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  General  Committee. 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

1871. 

President ,  JOSEPH  Henry. 

Vice-Presidents ,  M.  C.  Meigs,  Horace  Capron, 

J.  E.  Hilgard,  ¥m.  B.  Taylor. 
Treasurer ,  Peter  Parker. 

Secretaries ,  B.  F.  CRAIG,  THEODORE  Gill. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 


Thomas  Antisell,  E.  B.  Elliott, 

S.  F.  Baird,  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

T.  L.  Casey,  S.  Newcomb, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  W.  T.  Sherman, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  Communications  : 

Chairman ,  J.  J.  Woodward; 

S.  L.  Casey,  J.  E.  IIilgard. 

On  Publication  : 

Chairman,  S.  F.  Baird  ; 

B.  F.  Craig,  Theodore  Gill. 
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